
I argue that the American adoption of the internet makes it nruch easier tbr
social cpidenrics to occur.

The first reason that I belicvc this is that it is such a powertul networking tod
that clln unite even the most geographically disparatc peoplc into powertul groups
that would not have otherwise fbrmed.

I have witnessed firsthand the evolution of the indie rock scene since orc-
internct t imes. I have literally seen hunclreds ol shows in thc past dccade. Bcforc.
indic shows werc practically never sold out; the band had to bc i lrollncl fol ycars
and ptobably had signecl a majol labcl bcl'orc it h.rd any chance. Once
pitchforkmedia.com gained popularity though, it turncd indie music orl its head.
Norv, anyonc who gets a 9/ l0 review on the sitg is instantly known anxrng a
couple lruDdrcd thousand pcople or so, and that means I aclually havc to buy
tickcts l i)r shows bclbrc the day ol. This has had the effect of iurtl]er
commclcializing indic music. l lrese'social epidenrics' wt)uld not havc occurred
wilhout the internet: it was inl(rrnatiorl cxternalit ics that allowed them.

Facebook.com exemplif ies the lnwel of the social cpidcmic. When nly
friend is )iDg sonething cool that he wants others tojoin him in, he can iLrst send
an invitati0n to his Iricnds. who can scncl invitations te etlrers. When thc idea is k)
misc nxrncy or awarcncss about a sihlation l ike Darfur, the intcrnet is undoubtcdly
il l incc to be rcckoncd with; considering that the mainstrean hardly rcpuls ('n i l ,
how could I hrvc othcrwisc lcirrned aboLrt it or further invcstigatcd without thc
iDtcrnct' l  In this way I bclicvc thal thc intclrct pushes us towards passing thc
clit ical threshokl in social cpidcnrics,' lhc scconcl rcas(u I bclicvc that thc intornct makes it much easier l irr social
cpi(icmics t) occLrr is that it is such a powcful medium li)r the collection ancl
diffusion ol inlormation: in thc Dast. if I wanted k) f ind infbrmation aboLrt thc
llcring icc blidSe between Alaska and Russia, Iwould havc hacl to makc an
physical cllort to got{)thc l iblary ormail an expert to get it. l lr iswoulcl [cc;uire
rcmernbcrinS to do it, sustaining my nrotivation to find out, going through thc
hassle o1'finding it i l t thq Iibraly. and most importantly to nre, an cxccssive wrrste
()f my titnc. Likewisc fbr practically any other specific knowledgc I want. But thc
iDternct has completely changecl this. I can google it or enlor it on wikipcclia, ancl I
anl already beginning to self-educate myself in mere moments. And if I am so
stimll lated or nlotivated. I can lbllow-up aDd get b the hard leferences at ihe
liblaly.

Now I understand the obicctioD that the internet only would causc morc
cluste|ing via gloup-specific but not population-wide epidemics, but I sinlply don't
buy it. We are not segregating ourcelves into distinct groups with distinct
idcokrgies. because most people do not identify thcmselves with single entit ies.
Ratlrcr, thc internet fosters exchange of perspectives and opiniolls. ln CS 103
speak: considering that social lctworking sites foster new social coDncctions, not
only do clusters grow in sizc, but t lrey also become more iDterconnected between
clusters, bringing evcryoDc closcr k)gether in tertns of being adjacent nodes in I
network, no matter the differences in with whom or what they associate
themsclves; I might not be friends with ar] republicans, bur I am sure to have a
ll iend who does and so on. I believe that this encourages social epidemics at large
because of how interconnected everybody is becoming.



A second obiection would state that information gets homogenized on the

i"t"r""i,."""li i i ' it iaiie; tn" could o/1 polentirlly be believing lhe.nro'g thinS l

believe that the quality ol information on the internet wlll only 8et DeIIer'
Cr"ir"ti i"t i"f"it"l i;n battles ils oul via being factually supported'.a leat made

easv when;e can link to sources. I have seen good argumenls lose thelr sleam ano

bei'ome impot.nt tnhen the gel hung uP on the facts. debatinS.partlculars: lhe

i#;;i i;;i;;t;iuiiln ro"ttti. pr6utim t have witnessed this personallvr when

-u ii i.n,f, "n,f I hang out in the hain room arguing. we can immediately
reierencc the interneiand multiple sources for hard data and€et on wtlh.our

r"^n lli"J init . be amazingiy facilitatiYe and undoubtedly constructive'
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noi turter if beinf irore interconnected makes us less vulnerable as

n"a"t Lu'J"uutine our thresholds for activation, because the stuff that.activates us'

iJ.ui. i i. u..o^lie more refined and supponed. thus encouraginE-their spreld at

laree (assumins pe6ple aren't nitwits). thereby overcoming a need lor Breater
aciivation in thi individual. This shoulrl encottrage socral epldemlcs


