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! 
Lesson One - Letters 

 
Vowels   Tricky letters like English but 

different pronunciation 

A French “A” like 
(car)  < Kh-k-sh  

E English “A”  like 
 (mail) R r 

I  )in( I  F f 

? )teef( long I ? Long I 

O  ) no( short o  others  

W  W - long o 
(home) L l 

Ou  )noom( strong o D D -Z 

` )  genkim ) ( ni(  J G - J 
Letters like English in shape 

and pronunciation  V f 

B B or V Y th 

C s P p 

K K u 
M M ou Strong o 

N N au -eu av- ev 

t T  elsewhere )I(   u pronounced 

Z z Letters pronounced as 2 letters 

Semitic-like letters ] Ti 

G g-gh  [ ch 

H h ' ps 
Q kh X ks 

S sh 6 Swou (number 6)
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Remark on letters 
• W is the long form of o and ? is the long form of I 
• F and  V are pronounced f, while k and , are pronounced k 
• Vowels form syllables, like neman is pronounced as 2 syllables nem 

and an. 
• Genkim make the letter pronounced as if it was succeeded by i ( 

like `n = in) 
• Joint with I produces the sound Y 

 But if one of the two vowels is succeeded by genkim, the 
genkim and the following letter form separate section. 

• Only in Greek words: 
oi  = i    (met;ano;ia = repentance - ]oikoumen/ = world) 
ei  = i          and                     ai  = e  

• B is pronounced B only if it came at the end of the word as eyouab 
= holy (C), or just before the last letter and the last letter is 
consonant like twbh= ask , else it pronounced as v like abba. 

• Y is pronounced t only after C (cy ct) ( ;cyoinoufi = incense)  
• J is similar to “G”, it is pronounced J if it is followed by e or i 

(i.e. ji % je)    else pronounced G 
• < is pronounced k in Coptic words 

pronounced SH in Greek words when it is followed by e - i - / - u 
(like ,ere = hail). And pronounced kh in Greek words when it is 
followed by any other letter (like ,rictoc = Christ - ,oroc =choir) 

• G appears in Greek words only and pronounced as g if it is 
followed by e - i - / - u like agioc = holy (G) or saint 
if it was followed by other letters, it is pronounced as GH like 
agayoc = righteous  - ;grav/ = writing  

• If the letter G is repeated, it is pronounced NG or NGH like 
aggeloc  = angel or cuggwmion = praise  

• D is pronounced D only in names else it is pronounced Z 
• z - g - d - x appears only in Greek words 
• In Greek words cm = zm,  like kocmoc = universe 

ie ei ia Ai 
iw wi io Oi 
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Abbreviations 
 

meaning Abbreviation The word 
The lord P_ ;p[oic 
Christ P ','c Pi,rictoc 
Jesus I 'h's I/couc  
God V] ; Vnou] 

Spirit Pi |p|n|a Pipneuma  
Holy e|y|u Eyouab 

Alleluia |a|l All/louia 
Israel Pi|c|l Picra/l  

Martyr = Marturoc 
Savior c|w|r Cwt/r 

The Cross + Ctauroc 
John I'w'a Iwann/c 

Jerusalem I|l|/|m Ieroucal/m 
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Coptic Alphabet 
ALPHA A (French) a A 1 
VITA V - B b B 2 

GAMMA G - GH g G 3 
DELTA D - Z d D 4 

EI A (English) e E 5 

SOO Swou 
(number 6) 6 6 6 

ZITA Z z Z 7 
ITA long I / ? 8 

THETA TH y Y 9 
IOTA I i I 10 

KAPPA K k K 11 
LAVLA L l L 12 

MI M m M 13 
NI N n N 14 

KSI KS x X 15 
O O o O 16 
PI P p P 17 
RO R r R 18 

SIMA S c C 19 
TAV T t T 20 

EPSLON I - V- OU u U 21 
PHI F v V 22 

KEI KH - K - 
SH , < 23 

PSI PS ' " 24 

OA W W W 25 
SHAI SH s S 26 
FAI F f F 27 

KHAI KH q Q 28 
HORI H h H 29 

GANGA G - GH j J 30 
CHIMA CH [ { 31 

TI TI ] } 32 
 


