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Lesson Two - Names 

 

2.1 Definite and Indefinite Articles 
 
 2.1.1Indefinite Articles: 

. Indefinite articles in Coptic are attached to the respective nouns they define. 

. The indefinite article for singular (both masculine and feminine) is ou 

. The indefinite article for plural (both masculine and feminine) is han 
ourwmi a man hanrwmi men 

ou;chimi a woman hanhiomi women 

oucon a brother han;cn/ou brothers 

oucwni a sister hancwni sisters 

ous/ri a son hans/ri sons 

ouseri a daughter hanseri daughters 

ouiwt a father hanio] fathers 

oumau a mother hanmau mothers 

 
2.1.2. Definite Articles: 

. Definite articles, just like indefinite ones, are attached to the respective 
nouns they define. 

. The definite articles for singular masculine are pi ;p ;v 

. The definite articles for singular feminine are ] ;t ;y 

. The definite article for plural (both masculine and feminine) is ni 

.. pi (masculine) and ] (feminine) are used for generalization; ie: when 
talking about people or things in general. 

.. ;p (masculine) and ;t (feminine) are used for specification. For example, 
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when we talk about The Father ;viwt (= the First Hypostasis of God) or The 

Son ;ps/ri (= our Lord Jesus Christ). 

.. ;p becomes ;v (masculine), and ;t becomes ;y (feminine) if they come 

before one of the following letters: birnlom in order to facilitate 
pronunciation. 

pirwmi the man nirwmi the men 

];chimi the woman nihiom the women 

picon the brother ni;cn/ou the brothers 

]cwni the sister nicwni the sisters 

; Ps/ri the Son (= Christ) nis/ri the sons 

;tseri the Daughter niseri the daughters 

;Viwt the Father (= God the 
Father) niio] the fathers 

;Ymau the Mother (= Virgin 
Mary) nimau the mothers 

 
 

2.2 Demonstrative Pronouns 
 
2.2.1 Unattached Demonstrative Pronouns 
 
2.2.1.1 With Definite Articles: 

 

  this the... is (verb to 
be)  

Masculine 
Singular  vai pi... 

pe 
Feminine 
Singular  yai ]... 

te 
Plural (both 

Masculine and 
Feminine) 

nai 

+

ne 

+

ni... 
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2.2.1.2. With Indefinite Articles 

  this (noun)  is (verb to be) 

Masculine 
Singular  vai ou... pe 
Feminine 
Singular  yai ou... te 

Plural (both 
Masculine and 

Feminine) 
nai 

+

han... 

+

ne 
Examples:

Vai pe pijwm this is the book Vai oujwm pe this is a book 

Vai pe pi;ehoou this is the day Vai ou;ehoou pe this is a day 

Yai te ]ajp this is the hour Yai ouajp te this is an hour 

Nai ne nijwm these are the books Nai hanjwm ne these are some 
books 

 this is the father  this is a father 

 this is the mother  this is a mother 

 these are the sons  these are some 
sons 

 
2.2. Attached Demonstrative Pronouns 

. The attached demonstrative pronoun for singular masculine is pai 

. The attached demonstrative pronoun for singular feminine are tai 

. The attached demonstrative pronoun for plural (both masculine and feminine) is nai 
Examples: 

Pairwmi This man 

Tai;chimi This woman  

Nairwmi those men  

Pairwmi pe ;viwt This man is the father 

Tai;chimi te ;ymau This woman is the mother 

Nai;alowoui ne nis/ri these children are the sons 

 


