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† 
Lesson Three – Pronouns 

 
3.1 Personal Pronouns 

  
I Anok 

You (masculine) knyo` 

You (feminine)  nyo` 

He fnyo` 

She cnyo` 

We nAno 
You (plural)  tennyw` 

They ounyw` 
 

Examples and Exercises: 

1  

I am a son  Anok ous/ri pe 
I am the Son Anok pe ;ps/ri 

You are a brother nyok oucon pe` 

You are the brother  

You are a sister  

You are the sister nyo te ]cwni` 

He is a father  

He is the father nyof pe ;viwt` 

She is a mother nyoc oumau te` 

She is the mother  

We are brothers Anon han;cn/ou ne 
We are the brothers Anon ne ni;cn/ou 

You are fathers  

You are the fathers ]nywten ne niio` 

They are men nywou hanrwmi ne` 

They are the men  
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3.2 Attached Possessive Pronouns 
 

Plural  
(Masculine and Feminine) Feminine Singular  Masculine Singular  

nacwni   my sisters 
na;cn/o/ my brothers 

My sister tacwni   My brother Pacon 

nek tek kPe 
ne  te  Pe  
nef tef fPe 
nec tec cPe 
nen ten nPe 

neten teten tenPe 
nou  tou  ouP  

Nou;cn/ou Their brother   tefcwni his sister  Peccon Her brother 
 

Exercise: translate into coptic 

2  

 Our fathers and mothers 

 My book, my pen and my watch 

 Your son (to a woman) and his 
daughter 

 Your sons and their daughters 

 Her sons and your daughters 

 Our fathers and mothers 
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3.3. Unattached Possessive Pronouns 
 

Plural  Feminine Singular  Masculine Singular  

Belong to us 
Na   

Belong to a girl 
ya  

  Belong to a guy 
Va               

vwi ywi noui 
vwk ywk nouk 
vw yw nou 
vwf ywf nouf 
vwc ywc nouc 
vwn ywn noun 

vwten ywten nouten 
vwou ywou nouou 

 
Examples  
 

3  

1 
That book is my book Paijwm pe pajwm 
That book is mine Paijwm vwi pe 
Yours is the glory Vwk pe pi;wou 
The glory belongs to our 
God pe]  pennouVAPi;wou  

2 
That watch is my watch Taiajp te taajp 
That watch is mine Taiajp ywi te 
Yours is the power wk te ]jom:
The greatness belongs to 
God te]  Vya] }metnis

3 
These books are my books Naijwm ne najwm 
These books are mine Naijwm noui ne 
Yours are the skies Nouk ne niv/ou;i 
The good-things belong to 
God ne]  VNANipeynaneu  
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3.4 Genitive pronouns  
 

n` m` nte` Articles 
 

Examples  
peacethe The king of pouro ;nte ]hir/n/`
glorythe The king of pouro ;nte ;p;wou`

God of heavensvnou] ;nte ;tve`
The lord of hostsp¡ ;nte nijom `
The house of angelsp/i ;nte niaggeloc`

 
Remarks: 

1. ;m is used with the “labial” letters; which sound like m/b/p/f and they 
are  (m - v - b - p  - ') 

2. ;n is used with the rest of the letters 
 

the peaceThe king of pouro ;n]hir/n/`
The king of the glorypouro ;m;p;wou`
God of heavensvnou] ;n;tve`
The lord of hostsp¡ ;nnijom`
The house of angelsp/i ;nniaggeloc`

 
General remark: 

 are used in many cases, like: m / ;n ` 
 

noun m / ;n `nounGenitive 

adj m / ;n `nounAdjective 

noun m / ;n `verbObject 

4  
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   3.5 Adjectives 
 

n` m` Articles 
 

Examples  
1. The noun then the adjective 

A new bookOujom ;mberi 
The new bookpijom ;mberi 
An old bookOujom ;;n;apac 
The old bookpijom ;n;apac 

 
2. The adjective then the noun 

A great cityOunis] ;mbaki 
The great city}nis] ;mbaki
A little boyOukouji ;n;alou 
The little boyPikouji ;n;alou 

 
Examples  
• Adjectives and the nouns they describe are interchangeable, i.e.: the 

noun can come before or after the adjective. In both cases, the letters 
`n... and `m...separate between the noun and the adjective . 

• The definite or the indefinite article is attached to whichever comes 
first, be it the noun or the adjective. 

• Some adjectives (as well its negative) come first because of its 
importance, like: 

 
The first manPihouit ;nrwmi 
The last dayPiqa;e ;n;ehoou 

 

5  

• Just like in English, the Coptic adjectives do NOT change according to 
the gender or number of their nouns. 


