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Part 1: 
BU Libraries



POP QUIZ:
How many libraries do you know?

How much do you know about BU libraries?
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● Libraries Hours:
○ http://www.bu.edu/library/about/hours/

○ Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19, all closed

● BUT, 
○ Service available online!

http://www.bu.edu/library/about/hours/


❏ conference proceedings 
instead of journals.

BU Libraries: Computer Science Research Guide
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617399

Special to Computer Science: 

http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617399


❏ Core Databases

❏ Inspec
❏ ACM Digital Library
❏ CiteSeerX 
❏ IEEE Xplore 
❏ MathSciNet (American 

Mathematical Society) 

BU Libraries: Computer Science Research Guide
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617400

❏ General Science/Engineering Databases

❏ Engineering Village
❏ arXiv.org 
❏ Web of Science 
❏ General Science Full Text 
❏ Google Scholar 

http://library.bu.edu/inspec
http://library.bu.edu/acm
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/index
http://library.bu.edu/ieee
http://library.bu.edu/mathscinet
http://library.bu.edu/mathscinet
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617400
http://library.bu.edu/engineeringvillage
http://library.bu.edu/arxiv
http://library.bu.edu/wos
http://library.bu.edu/genscifulltext
https://scholar.google.com/?inst=11700586978546356267


❏ eBooks

❏ Computing
❏ Software Development
❏ Data Mining

❏ ebrary 
❏ ScienceDirect 
❏ Wiley Online Library 

BU Libraries: Computer Science Research Guide
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617401

❏ Books Not Available??

❏ WorldCat Discovery
❏ Interlibrary Loan
❏ BLC Cards. 

❏ Ask JD Kotula!
❏ Suggest purchase!

http://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/dlSearch.do?institution=BOSU&vid=BU&search_scope=default_scope&tab=default_tab&query=sub,contains,computing&query=facet_rtype,exact,Books&ct=facet&fctN=facet_rtype&fctV=Books&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1
http://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/dlSearch.do?institution=BOSU&vid=BU&search_scope=default_scope&tab=default_tab&query=sub,contains,software+and+development&query=facet_rtype,exact,Books&ct=facet&fctN=facet_rtype&fctV=Books&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1
http://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/dlSearch.do?institution=BOSU&vid=BU&search_scope=default_scope&tab=default_tab&query=sub,contains,data+AND+mining&query=facet_rtype,exact,Books&ct=facet&fctN=facet_rtype&fctV=Books&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1
http://site.ebrary.com.ezproxy.bu.edu/lib/bostonuniv/search.action?adv.x=1&p00=qa71&f00=lccn&p00_upper=qa100&sortBy=date&sortOrder=desc
http://library.bu.edu/sciencedirect
https://bu.userservices.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do;jsessionid=C8B6FF1206C30E5D6115A1FDB2052408.app02.na03.prod.alma.dc04.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com:1801?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=20862482570001161&institutionId=1161&customerId=1150
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617401
http://bu.on.worldcat.org/


❏ Open Source Code and Software

❏ GitHub
❏ BitBucket 
❏ SourceForge 
❏ Google Open Source Projects
❏ Android Open Source Project
❏ The Linux Kernel Archives
❏ Mozilla Developer Network 

BU Libraries: Computer Science Research Guide
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617399

❏ Data Sets (also deposit) 

❏ OpenBU
❏ Center for Applied 

Internet Data Analysis
❏ Stanford Large Network 

Dataset Collection
❏ Konect

https://github.com/
https://bitbucket.org/
https://sourceforge.net/
https://developers.google.com/open-source/projects
https://source.android.com/index.html
https://www.kernel.org/
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/
http://library.bu.edu/c.php?g=528928&p=3617399
https://open.bu.edu/
http://www.caida.org/data/
http://www.caida.org/data/
http://snap.stanford.edu/data/
http://snap.stanford.edu/data/
http://konect.uni-koblenz.de/


BU Libraries: Other Service 

❏ Reserve Course Materials (e.g. Textbooks)
❏ http://www.bu.edu/library/services/reserves/

❏ Guide for Writers of Theses & Dissertations
❏ http://library.bu.edu/theses

❏ Digital Scholarship Service
❏ http://www.bu.edu/disc/

http://www.bu.edu/library/services/reserves/
http://library.bu.edu/theses
http://library.bu.edu/theses
http://www.bu.edu/disc/


Part 2: 
Online Resources



LOADS OF SOURCES

GithubWikipedia
StackOverflow

 … blog posts, Quora, lecture notes, Coursera, etc. 



ONLINE LIBRARIES

WorldCat
Project Gutenberg

Open Library
LibreTexts

JSTOR



GOOGLE SCHOLAR



ARXIV



● Great comprehensive content
● No geographic boundaries
● Some people learn faster
● Play and pause as many times as 

you like

And most importantly, if there’s a 
world-wide pandemic, they are our 
only hope!

ONLINE VIDEO LECTURES



SO, LOADS OF SOURCES

GithubWikipedia
StackOverflow

 … blog posts, Quora, lecture notes, Coursera, etc. 



BUT CREDIBILITY?
Who’s the author? What do they do? Are they an expert? 

Examples from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXHQ2y8FIUQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXHQ2y8FIUQ


WHAT ELSE?
How recent is it?  

Contact Information?



WHAT ABOUT ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS?
Again, who are the authors?

Source: http://web.mit.edu/spatrick/Public/ZombieNECSI-SS13/Zombies2-NtWk.pdf

Affiliations 

But, no credentials/contacts 

http://web.mit.edu/spatrick/Public/ZombieNECSI-SS13/Zombies2-NtWk.pdf


WHAT ABOUT ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS?

Research Data!

Source: http://web.mit.edu/spatrick/Public/ZombieNECSI-SS13/Zombies2-NtWk.pdf

References!

Also important - Where was it published, if at all? Peer-reviewed?

http://web.mit.edu/spatrick/Public/ZombieNECSI-SS13/Zombies2-NtWk.pdf


Part 3:
Greater Research 

Community



● Conferences
○ Main conference
○ Tutorials
○ Workshops
○ Demos
○ Doctoral Consortium



● How can we benefit most from conferences?
○ Get feedback of your latest work
○ Get to know other people in your field
○ Hear about the latest research
○ Improve your presentation and communication skills
○ Visit a new place and have fun

○ Your experience and idea?

Source: https://conferencemonkey.org/insight/8-benefits-of-attending-conferences-1038397



● Building network in the research 
community
○ Send your poster or slides around as an email
○ Propose a collaboration
○ Ask questions after talks
○ Network with people of all levels of seniority
○ Follow up

Source: https://conferencemonkey.org/insight/how-to-network-during-and-after-a-conference-1191697



● Seminars
○ Seminars at BU

■ AIR Seminars, POPV Seminars, …

○ Why is it import?
■ a great place to test out some new ideas



● Internship
○ Reasons to do an internship during your PhD 

programme
○ What is the best time to do an internship?



THANKS!
Other questions?


