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About Me

Sixth Year PhD Student at Boston University

Study Complexity Theory, Circuit Complexity

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from
Northeastern University
TAed for a dozen of BU CS courses

I have a cat

Tim Jackman
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Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025
Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025

Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025
Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025
Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025
Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025
Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Syllabus

Syllabus has everything you need to know

You can find it on our course website:
https://cs-people.bu.edu/tjackman/busc2025
Slides, demos, worksheets, etc. will also be posted there

This seminar is a two week introduction to programming and
computer science concepts

No prior programming experience is required/assumed.

Absences

Attendance is mandatory. Missing students will be reported to the
Summer Term office.

If you are too sick to attend you must reach out to the Summer Term
office. Emailing me is not sufficient.

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 4 / 1



Course Overview

Every class will be broken into two blocks with a short break.

First few classes will focus on programming basics

Variables, Conditionals, Functions, Loops, Lists, IO, etc.
Today is in Scratch & MakeCode, all future classes will be Java

Blocks will be a mix of lectures, demos, and hands-on activities

6 CS Topic Lectures on Networking, Software Development,
Algorithms, Complexity Theory, Cryptography, and Machine Learning
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Projects

This seminar will culminate in group projects

Groups of 3-4, will be formed at the end of this week

You will choose to code in Scrath, MakeCode, or Java

The second blocks of next week will be for working on your projects

The final day will be dedicated to presenting your projects

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 6 / 1



Projects

This seminar will culminate in group projects

Groups of 3-4, will be formed at the end of this week

You will choose to code in Scrath, MakeCode, or Java

The second blocks of next week will be for working on your projects

The final day will be dedicated to presenting your projects

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 6 / 1



Projects

This seminar will culminate in group projects

Groups of 3-4, will be formed at the end of this week

You will choose to code in Scrath, MakeCode, or Java

The second blocks of next week will be for working on your projects

The final day will be dedicated to presenting your projects

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 6 / 1



Projects

This seminar will culminate in group projects

Groups of 3-4, will be formed at the end of this week

You will choose to code in Scrath, MakeCode, or Java

The second blocks of next week will be for working on your projects

The final day will be dedicated to presenting your projects

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 6 / 1



Projects

This seminar will culminate in group projects

Groups of 3-4, will be formed at the end of this week

You will choose to code in Scrath, MakeCode, or Java

The second blocks of next week will be for working on your projects

The final day will be dedicated to presenting your projects

Tim Jackman (BU Summer Challenge) Course Overview July 7th, 2025 6 / 1



Assignments

At the every class you’ll be given a worksheet to do for “homework”

Build on what we learned or introduce the next day’s topic

Answers will be distributed at the beginning of next class

Optional, but I highly suggest you do them
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Grading

There are no grades during BU Summer Challenge

You will receive a letter of evaluation written by me

This letter will reflect your performance in class
Not just individually, but as a member of our classroom community
Participating, doing the assignments, working well with others, etc. will
help me write you a positive letter
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Collaboration

I will often ask you to collaborate in pairs or small groups.

During activities, you should always feel free to ask questions to the
people around you.

Please do not use chatGPT or any other LLM to help you complete
any of our activites in this course

The point of this is for you to learn the basics of programming!
As we’ll see, the LLMs only truly work if you know what you’re doing

During project work, you can use the internet for help, but I prefer
you use StackOverflow rather than the LLMs
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